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Our community is growing
Our schools are serving more students than ever before

Early Learning Center: 180 students in two programs
HomeLink: 77 students in K-12

Elementary Schools
• Glenwood: 575 students
• Highland: 695 students
• Hillcrest: 791 students
• Mt. Pilchuck: 640 students
• Skyline: 508 students
• Sunnycrest: 750 students  

Secondary Schools
• Lake Stevens Middle School: 626 students
• North Lake Middle School: 700 students
• Cavelero Mid High School: 1,284
• Lake Stevens High School: 1,776

*As of Oct. 1, 2015



People choose Lake Stevens because of 
our schoolsour schools

“Many of my home buyers, myself included, make their purchasing decisions based on the Lake Stevens School District boundary because they've heard so many wonderful things about our schools. One of my children is a LSHS graduate and the other is a junior. I enjoy sharing with buyers all the opportunities and learning experiences my kids have benefited from as a part of LSSD. As a parent, I couldn't be happier!” 
-Reshal Ploeger, Realtor

● In 2000, Lake Stevens was the 
12th-largest city in Snohomish 
County with a population of 6,361 
people

● In 2014, Lake Stevens became the 
fifth-largest city in the county with 
a population of 29,949 people

● Projections show a population of 
39,340 people in the city by 2035



Purpose of the Feb. 9, 2016 bond

• Alleviate elementary overcrowding 
• Support continued early learning
• Replace and expand the high school’s aging facilities to 

enhance learning opportunities
• Upgrade safety and security throughout the district
• Make district-wide health, educational and infrastructure 

improvements



School funding—Bond vs. Levy?

Bonds provide for buildings
• Bonds fund the building and modernization of schools
• Bonds are financed over a long period of time–typically 

15 or 20 years
• Bond dollars cannot pay for programs or day-to-day 

support/expenses

Levies provide for learning and the day-to-day 
operation of schools
• Classroom support
• Student programs
• Regular ongoing maintenance of facilities
• Technology
• Transportation



How did we get here?
Facilities Master Planning Advisory Committee 

• Created long-range district facility plan with projects grouped 
by urgency

• Recommendations presented to Board of Directors in March
• Board requested more information from a technical committee
• Created Option A & Option B



Thoughtexchange: Facilities & Overcrowding



We heard you—Project Option B

Survey participants overwhelmingly supported 
Project Option B

• Project Option A deemed a “Band-Aid approach”

• Does not account for long-term needs

• Did not do enough to address overcrowding and 
aging facilities at Lake Stevens High School

• Project Option B did “so much more” with minimal 
increase to taxpayers 



What projects are included in the bond?

• New elementary school

• New Early Learning Center

• Replacement and expansion of selected buildings 
at Lake Stevens High School to create modernized 
campus

• District-wide safety and security improvements

• District-wide health, educational and infrastructure 
improvements



We heard you—Elementary School

“Need more space for elementary 
students.”

“There is a desperate need 
for the new elementary 
school. Once the class sizes 
have been reduced with the 
addition of a new school, the 
learning environment will 
improve.”

“A new elementary 
school is needed. 
Overcrowding can easily 
be seen whenever the 
community goes to the 
school playgrounds or 
athletic fields. I can 
imagine how challenging 
it is for students and staff 
to deal with so many 
portable classrooms. The 
portables are a security 
challenge.”



New elementary school: K-5

• Designed for 550 students
• Larger core spaces—cafeteria, gym, parking lots
• Goal to open in the 2017-18 school year
• Elementary boundaries will change prior to 

opening
• Land acquisition for future elementary school



We heard you—Early Learning Center

“Early Learning Center 
needs. Research continues 
to support the benefits of 
early intervention. By 
addressing developmental 
concerns early on, the 
district may actually save 
money in the long run and 
we will get improved 
academic progress for all of 
our students.”

“Helps the youngest. Early 
learning and elementary 
services are important and 
provide the foundation for 
the higher grades to be 
successful.”

“An early learning center update is 
needed. The alternative high school 
buildings are inappropriate for 
preschoolers and are aging.”



Why Early Learning?

Research has shown that the early years in a child’s life represent a critically 
important window of opportunity to develop a child’s full potential that 
determines a child’s success in school and in life

Our Early Learning Center serves 180 students in two programs:

Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program
• Provides education, family support and

parental involvement and child health
and nutrition services for students
and their families

• State-funded

Developmental Preschool Program
• Supports developmentally disabled students

with certified special education teachers,
speech therapists, occupational and
physical therapists and audiologists



New Early Learning Center: Ages 3-5

• Designed for three-, four- and five-year-olds in the Early Childhood 
Education and Assistance Program and the Developmental 
Preschool Program

• Academic classrooms, gathering spaces, indoor and outdoor 
learning spaces

• Community spaces to support early learning throughout Lake 
Stevens



Lake Drive & Soper Hill Road: P-5 Campus



Lake Drive & Soper Hill Road: P-5 Campus



We heard you—Lake Stevens High School

“New buildings are more 
cost effective. In the long 
run, new buildings are 
more cost effective than 
renovating old ones.”

“Complete fix of the high 
school. Rather than trying 
to Band-Aid the issues, 
option B allows us to fully 
fix the problems.”

“High school needs to have 
significant improvements. By 
upgrading and improving 
buildings our high school will 
be more efficient, but by 
adding new buildings we are 
setting our kids and 
community up for an 
accelerated and advanced 
ability to teach to the 21st 
century.”



Replace and expand selected buildings at 
Lake Stevens High School

• New academic and athletic buildings
• New spaces designed for music and special education 
• Improvements to swimming pool and locker rooms

• Replacement of heating, ventilation, roofing and 
electrical systems 

• Upgraded restroom facilities and finishes throughout 
the campus

• System upgrades for campus security and emergency 
response

• Improvement to student parking, drop off and bus 
loading areas 



History of Lake Stevens High School 
construction and modernizations 



What about Cavelero?

• Part of 2005 bond package

• Built to lessen overcrowding in high 
school and middle schools

• Remain a mid high for at least five years for state 
matching funds

• At this time there are no plans to transition to two high 
schools within next 10 years



District-wide safety and security

Consistent, reliable safety and security systems in 
each of our schools

• Secure entrances
• Improved security and emergency communication 

systems and equipment, including:
• Video surveillance
• Door access control
• Intercoms



District-wide health, educational and 
infrastructure improvements

Projects that have already been identified:

• HVAC
• Roofs
• Improvements to Glenwood & Skyline Elementary 

Schools
• Fire sprinklers 
• Connect to sewer at Glenwood

• Track replacements at LSHS and both middle 
schools



How does this benefit all schools and the 
community?

• Reduction of elementary overcrowding 

• All students will attend Lake Stevens High School and will 
benefit from its modernized campus and increased safety

• Community members will enjoy new music and athletic 
facilities, meeting spaces, an improved swimming pool 
and will have access to our new tracks 

• A solid early learning program saves our community 
money by reducing the need for remedial services in schools

• Roofs and HVAC systems will be improved where needed 
throughout the district



Estimated bond costs
20-year, $116 million bond

• $116 million in local funds
• $30 million in state construction assistance funds
• Total project cost=$146 million 

• $116 million in local funds creates an increased rate of 
$1.21 per $1,000 of assessed value 

If approved:
• The owner of a $200,000 home would pay approximately $20 more 

each month. 

• The owner of a $350,000 home would pay approximately $35 more 
each month.

• The owner of a $500,000 home would pay approximately $50 more 
each month. 



Voting details

60% (+1) supermajority needed to pass

• All mail election—Ballots mailed to voters on Jan. 22
• Must be postmarked by Feb. 9 at midnight
• Save a stamp! 24-hour secure ballot drop at 1800 Main Street
• Register to vote or update your registration 



Stay connected

• School Board meetings
• Concerts, learning nights and athletic events
• District and school websites
• Flyers and newsletters
• Social Media

• Facebook
• Twitter
• Instagram

• Local newspapers
• Volunteer



Student achievement



Student achievement




